LYDFORD PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT -  12/05/26

The Council – My thanks go out to all fellow councillors for their support over the last twelve months. As always, I must pay great credit to the Clerk, John for keeping the council on the straight and narrow, I’m sure he must put in more hours work than he claims for as he’s always available to advise.
This year has seen the resignation of Brian Cook, a long serving councillor, he will be missed greatly.

The last twelve months:-

· Village car park – two EV charging points have been installed in the car park by DNPA. Frequent complaints are being received about the displacement of vehicles from the car park now parking on the street through the village, especially the lower end between the village hall and the Castle and down gorge hill, to the point where it is sometimes difficult for large vehicles and the bus to get through. Councillors at the time of the consultation forecast this would be an issue and many more. 
The public toilets were promised an upgrade that hasn’t materialised yet neither have the disabled parking bays. 

· Affordable housing – an ‘electronic’ survey was developed and approved by Katie West. The survey was carried out and confirmed the findings of a previous survey that there is a small need for affordable housing in the village. A meeting is being arranged with DNPA planners to get an understanding what could be developed and where.

· Disabled parking bay on School Road – the parking bay has now been upgraded. Anyone now parking in the bay must display a Blue Badge. Investigations are still being progressed to confirm the legitimacy of this bay.
· Accessibility – whilst no audit was carried out as deemed too costly, a number of issues in the village were identified. Disabled parking and toilet facilities have already been mentioned. The council supported a request from the village hall for the purchase of two new high back chairs by covering 50% of the cost of purchase.  The disabled parking bay at end of Granite Way has been enlarged and re-marked.
The council is also in negotiations with DCC with regard the upgrade of the bus shelter by the war memorial to make accessible to all users.

· Lydford website continues to be populated with further information.

· Emergency resilience – the Home Emergency Plan is now completed and available on the village website alongside the Community Emergency Response Plan. A sixth Emergency Response Team member has now been enlisted. The team responded to a request for help from a parishioner to prevent water entering their property during the really heavy rain earlier this year. Since the heavy rain the foul sewer has been cleaned – no further drain problems have occurred since.

· Lydford Community Focus Group – the group continues to respond to events such as litter picking, work down at the Ancient Spring, helping out at the Lydford Fair and has other work planned. The group is organising a Devon Day celebration this year as no Lych-way walk is planned. If it’s successful it may become an annual event.

· Full fibre broadband – Geoffrey Cox arranged a meeting of all councils in his constituency and all of the Broadband providers to discuss how rural areas would receive the upgrade to full fibre. Two councillors from Lydford attended and came away with the idea of forming a working group. The group, comprising of three councillors and two parishioners, was formed and every angle was approached with the aim of getting Full Fibre broadband to every premise in the village. To no avail. We’ll have to wait our turn. Full broadband is set to be delivered by 2030.


· Castle Inn firework display – the firework display proves to be a huge success but at the expense of grid-locking the village. Two councillors met with the landlord of the Castle to express concerns. The landlord fully acknowledged the issues and is working out ways to alleviate the problems caused. 

· Bridleways crossing the A386 – DCC Highways were contacted and asked if they could erect Horse Rider signage on the A386 at the Bridleway crossing near Watervale. To put it bluntly their reply was because there has been no report on any incidents or accidents in that area they would not be erecting any signage.

· Drainage at “The Mucky Duck” – a new drainage system has been installed which should alleviate any future flooding in this area.

· Access to ancient spring – talks with DNPA are underway to discuss the possibility of making access to the ancient spring accessible to all by regrading the Bridleway surface and improving the water run-off to the drainage ditch.

· Highways – three parish councillors attended a meeting, along with councillors from neighbouring parishes, with DCC Highways to discuss ‘pot-holes’ in our area. What causes them, how they are currently repaired and the research being carried out for future repairs.



Looking ahead – my personal view,

· More projects and initiatives supported by the Parish Council
· A 20mph speed limit imposed through the village
· More villagers, old and new, coming forward with ideas on how to improve our village and its environment.
· More villagers, old and new, volunteering to help achieve the ideas identified above.
· More support of the Village Hall and the Sportsfield.

