Can I begin by thanking everyone who came out last month to the Annual Parish Meeting. By my calculations there were the best part of 40 people present on the night. By current standards, an impressive turnout for a village of our size.

With a view to completing one of the projects that the council began last year, it has received a more realistic estimate from a local contractor for the re-development of the bus shelter base to make the fixture more accessible to all users. The proposed plan is for a group of volunteers to take down the shelter and store it locally whilst the base is re-built, and reconstruct the shelter on the new standing. The next step is to try and find funding to alleviate the pressure on parish funds.

Councillors have set themselves an action plan for the coming year based upon the three objectives agreed at the Annual Parish Meeting – Affordable Housing, 20s Plenty and access to the Ancient Spring.

On the matter of the Affordable Housing, the council has formed a small working group. One of their first objectives will be to meet with Dartmoor planners and identify where in the village development may be permitted. Discussions are also to be had with the Affordable Housing lead from West Devon BC about when and how to identify land which might be suitable.

Devon Highways’ 20’s Plenty initiative was planned to reduce the speed limit through all Devon villages to 20mph. Parish and town councils were invited to express an interest in joining the scheme, after which a scoring system was used to identify the first group of villages to be “converted”. Whilst Lydford scored highly (primarily by lacking a footpath) we did not score well enough to be included in the first tranche but were placed in the group to follow. Regrettably, nothing for Lydford has come of this since. Councillors are aware that Devon Highways are now extraordinarily short of funds, but are looking to nevertheless find a way of encouraging them to still bring speed reductions to the village.

As part of the council’s work on reducing traffic speed through the village, Councillors are looking at whether it might be a good idea to introduce a village “Gateway” – a sign at the start of the village which might exhort drivers in stronger terms than at present to slow down or drive carefully. This might replace the now rusty Lydford sign at the start of the old railway bridge over the Granite Way.

The Chair of the council has arranged to meet with the local Dartmoor Ranger to establish how the council and the National Park might work together to upgrade the footpath to the Ancient Spring to make the site accessible to all.

And finally, West Devon has announced increased support for those who might be in fuel crisis. This will include crisis payments for low-income households and help for practical everyday essentials including slow cookers, electric blankets and other basics that could help households through the winter. Residents can find out more and how to apply on the council’s website at www.westdevon.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/other-available-support/crisis-and-resilience-fund 

