Lydford council conducted a series of meetings on Tuesday 12th May. Thanks to the 38-odd members who turned up to listen and share their thoughts. The afternoon started with a buffet and an opportunity for parishioners and Councillors to meet and discuss matters informally. The business of the evening started properly at 6.00pm with the Annual Parish Meeting where a number of matters were discussed.

The Nicholls Hall has had a mixed year with some successful events and some less so. Trustees are looking for ways to increase the activity in the hall and to raise funds to support important improvements which are planned for the year ahead. Trustees are keen to hear suggestions on how this might be achieved.

The Sportsfield Trustees shared concerns that the field and pavilion are not being used as frequently as they might; the summer fayre has had to be cancelled and only one paying event has taken place on the field to date this year. Trustees are exploring alternative uses for the field particularly and are keen to hear parishioners’ views. A survey is available online at the Sportsfield website, or a hard copy can be obtained from either of the Trustees.

A parish celebration for Devon Day (6th June) is being planned. The event will be held on the field. More details will be published.

DNPA will be remodelling the public toilets at the car park when they close after the autumn half term in October. At that time it is hoped to be able to install an accessible toilet. Two disabled bays will be painted on the car park soon, in the area near the splay at the opening to the car park.

DNPA are looking at how they might introduce a reduced charge for those only parking for a short period of less than 2 hours. There is much yet to be achieved before this can be brought to fruition.

Lydford Gorge reported a busy year with numbers up on last year. The winter storms created a good deal of damage to the facilities at the Gorge, but most have now been repaired by their Rangers, but a few number of restrictions still apply. Things have been busy at the Waterfall end of the Gorge, where ponds have been installed along with a new accessible viewing area. An application has been submitted to upgrade the bird hide. EV chargers have been installed at the Waterfall car park, however the electricity infrastructure prevents their installation at the Cauldron car park.

Otters have been seen at a number of places in the Gorge. Rangers are planning to install cameras and organise drone flights in an effort to observe them more closely and understand what they need.

The parking at and around the Castle Inn for the fireworks celebration was discussed. Several suggestions were made on how to prevent the chaos caused by visitors’ indiscriminate parking on the night. Should the management be unable to properly organise parking the event may very well be cancelled.

The Chair of the council – Steve Hulett – reviewed the activities of the council through the past year and invited suggestions for objectives for the year ahead. Parishioners accepted his proposal that the council should work towards introducing the 20’s Plenty speed limit into the village, enhancing the access to the Ancient Spring and furthering its initial work on bringing affordable housing to the village.

At the council’s annual meeting which followed the conclusion of the parish meeting, these three objectives were formally accepted by the council and an action plan will be drawn up for adoption.

The council has successfully completed its annual audit, although this year there are a number of action points related to the council’s information technology provision. Reports and findings will be published through May and early June.

At their monthly meeting which followed, Councillors expressed their concern that metal detectorists have been observed walking the Saxon Banks.

There have been a number of grateful comments received about the work carried out by the Lengthsman in the path between Hawthorn Park and School Road. These have been passed on to the Lengthsman.

The council agreed to continue with the project to create an accessible hard standing at the bus shelter, although the previous quote was not acceptable. Councillors are looking to find a local contractor willing to offer a price for the job.

The Broadband Working Group, tasked with trying to bring superfast broadband to Lydford has not been able to get a contractor to agree to bring the provision to the entire village. Neither has Geoffrey Cox MP, who has been approaching the same problem for a number of villages. The only recommendation possible is that parishioners wishing to avail themselves of superfast broadband should look to satellite providers who are entering the market locally.

A question was raised about the council’s response to a planning application consultation, which could stand with a brief explanation: As a rule the council will try to ensure that all consultations on planning applications are considered and agreed at a public council meeting. These will always appear on the agenda for the coming meeting and opinions are always welcomed. However this is not always possible because of the nature of the application and Councillors have to form an opinion before their next public meeting. Where this has happened, the council’s response will appear on the agenda of the next meeting. 
