Lydford council met for a packed and varied meeting on Tuesday 14th April. Thanks to those members of the parish who turned out to share their thoughts on a wide variety of issues.

First item to be discussed under public business was the continued issue of the disabled parking bay opposite the primary school. A parishioner felt that the correct procedure had not been followed by Devon Traffic Department when the decision was made to formalise the bay. They will follow up on this line of enquiry. Later in the meeting, Councillor Fife-Cook explained to the council that he was awaiting a response from Traffic to his letter demanding a clear explanation of the decision process which justified installing the bay, and subsequently formalising it so that anyone without a blue badge would be fined for parking in the bay. He advised the council to take no further action on the matter until he has received that explanation.

A complaint was received from another parishioner that vehicles are being parked in the village overnight too close to road junctions. The council is happy to remind parishioners of Rule 243 of the Highway Code which states that vehicles should not be parked at or within 10 meters (32 feet) of a junction, other than in an authorised parking bay. Whilst the Highway Code is deemed to be guidance rather than a law, parking in such a way as to cause danger or obstruction at a junction is illegal and can lead to fines or vehicle removal.

Councillors were assured at the meeting that plans have been agreed by officers at the Dartmoor National Park for the remodelling of the toilet block in the car park, to include facility for disabled users. The date has yet to be agreed. In its next communication with DNPA the council will remind these officers that they have previously agreed to provide bays for disabled drivers to park in the car park.

The council has finally received some very draft proposals (and price) for adding a hard standing for wheelchair users to access the bus at the turnaround above the War Memorial. The plans contain a number of errors or inaccuracies, but at least the dialogue has started.

The feeling in the Broadband working group is that all lines of enquiry to bring full fibre broadband to the village have been exhausted and that pending any new initiatives the group has achieved all that can be done at this time. A very recent letter to the council from Geoffrey Cox MP, who has been talking with regional and national providers, explained that he has reached the same position.

Keeping Lydford Clean: A Shared Responsibility
Lydford Parish Council is asking for everyone’s help in tackling the growing problem of plastic waste along our footpaths, hedgerows, and open spaces. Recent litter includes everyday plastics as well as items such as baling and silage wrap.

Our volunteer teams work hard to keep the parish tidy, but the volume and type of waste now appearing, especially commercial plastics, can no longer be managed by volunteers alone.
How you can help:
· Please ensure all plastics and waste are secured, collected, and disposed of responsibly.

· Take extra care near public rights of way, where windblown or dropped materials can quickly spread.

· Report any areas of concern to the Parish Council so we can coordinate support.

Protecting our landscape is something we all share. Together, we can keep Lydford clean, safe, and beautiful for residents, visitors, wildlife, and future generations.
At the end of March an email was received by the council, indicating that a visitor to the car park had become the victim of fraud when their card details were copied when they tried to use their card to pay for parking. The card details were then used fraudulently. The complaint was made by a third party who has not communicated with the council, consequently it is not possible to explain exactly how the card details were copied. The likelihoods are that a sticker containing a QR code was placed on the payment device; or the victim had somehow downloaded a bogus Ring Go app. Both methods have been reported at other sites. Please be aware that Ring Go does not display QR codes on their devices – should you see one, please report it to the police. Ring Go only allow online payment through their app. Should you need to download the app, please be careful where you download it from.

Councillors from Lydford, together with colleagues from Peter Tavy and Mary Tavy are meeting with senior officers from Devon Highways on 24th April primarily to discuss the problems with potholes in the region, although other broad matters are likely to crop up.

The Annual Parish Meeting has been set for 12th May, starting at 6.00pm. We have invited speakers from the National Park, the National Trust and the Constabulary. The main purpose of the meeting however is to decide as a community what the parish needs to focus upon during the year ahead – to build the council’s action plan. If you have any thoughts at all about how life in the village might be improved, or problems in the village which need to be addressed, please bring them to the meeting and share them. There will be a buffet again this year!

And finally, the council bids farewell to Councillor Brian Cook, who resigned this month for health reasons. Brian has served the parish for very many years as a Councillor and as Chair of the council. His clarity and ability to refine debates to get at the main points will be sorely missed in council.
