The parish council met on Tuesday 10th March.

Having stated in last month’s bulletin that the 118 route will be changed to take in the triangle above the War Memorial, it was disappointing to be told that Stagecoach had taped a notice to the inside of the children’s bus shelter to the effect that the shelter was not a bus stop and that passengers should wait at the flag stop on School Road. The council has been assured that from 5th April the route will in fact take 118 buses around the triangle. A site meeting has taken place at the triangle with a representative of Devon CC, who have asked contractors to look at the site to see what can be installed by way of a hard standing suitable for wheelchair users, and the possibility of either moving the existing shelter or adding a new one. The fate of the existing flag stop on School Road is unclear at present.

Councillors are arranging a meeting between a group of local councils and representatives of Devon CC Highways to discuss the state of roads locally. It is planned to take place in Mary Tavy on 24th April. 

For those who take an interest in such things; Dartmoor NPA Planning department will no longer be issuing consultation / information emails notifying about planning applications received. Instead, individuals will need to register with the Authority for weekly updates. The link https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/living-and-working/planning will be available through the Lydford website.

After the floods locally and recent call-outs, the council has reviewed its emergency response plan. The plan itself will be available on the Lydford website. The council has also produced a Home Emergency Plan which gives advice on how to ensure that households are prepared for any emergency. The council particularly wants to hear from those in the parish who consider themselves to be vulnerable in any way so that the emergency response team are aware.

As reported last month, Councillors have formed a working group together with members of the parish to push forward efforts to bring superfast broadband to Lydford. The group has included an article for the newsletter on their work and objectives.

The council is to deploy its Lengthsman to clean the footpaths at Gorge Hill and between Hawthorn Park and School Road.

Following the council’s recent online survey, a small need for affordable housing within the village has been identified. The council is beginning to plan out the steps it might take to bring plans forward to meet this need. The best idea received so far is to enter into a Community-Led Trust with a housing association to build a small number of units, strictly to meet the need of local residents. The next step is to gauge local appetite for such a small development, to establish whether land might be available upon which to build and explore with the local planning authority what might be permitted.

Following recent incidents, Councillors want to remind all landowners (including householders) that they have a legal responsibility to ensure that vegetation growing on their property is properly cut back so as not to obstruct or overhang the highway, restrict passage or visibility. It is similarly the landowner’s responsibility to ensure that all debris from hedge cutting, tree cutting etc. is properly cleared from the highway without delay.

The council agreed to hold the parish’s annual meeting, on Tuesday 12th May in the Nicholls Hall. Details are yet to be finalised, but all are welcome.
