10/2025

LYDFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held on 
Tuesday 14th October 2025 at 7:00pm
Present: Cllrs Hulett (Chair), L Lenton, K Lenton, Cook, Purnell, Moyse. Cllr Southcott (WDBC), Cllr Fife-Cook (DCC), 7 members of parish. 
1. Public Session (15 minutes) 

The owners of Lydford Taxis introduced themselves as a new business opening in the village. After a brief discussion Councillors wished the proprietors every success in their enterprise.

Councillors were asked what actions the council would be taken to commemorate Remembrance Day. The donation of commemorative wreaths was offered. Other contributions to the ceremony such as the playing of the last post) were discussed. The Chair replied that he will be discussing the options with others in the village over the coming week.
2. Apologies for absence
Cllr Gilpin – delayed. Cllr Mott, required elsewhere.

3. Declarations of Interest
Cllr K Lenton declared a pecuniary interest in application 0084/25 (Item 10a)
Cllr L Lenton declared a personal interest in the same item.
4. Minutes of the monthly meeting 9th September 2025
It was agreed that the minutes be accepted as an accurate record of the meeting. They were duly signed by the Chair.
5. Matters arising from the meeting 9th September 2025 which are not part of the agenda items. 

AP1 09/2025 – A Councillor will be in attendance at the RoSPA inspection of the playground equipment next year.

AP4 09/2025 – The affordable housing questionnaire needs to be pushed again in the parish magazine. (AP1 – Clerk to include item in newsletter)

AP9 09/2025 – The chairs purchased for the hall were made available for inspection, and were roundly approved by Councillors.

6. Urgent Matters to Report (For information)
Councillors Purnell and Hulett have agreed to take on the role of Road Warden in the village. (AP2 – Clerk to take the matter further and ensure the Cllrs are enrolled).
7. Collision outside Seanchai (Cllr Moyse) This item was moved up the agenda by the Chair from item 9 at the request of Councillor Fife-Cook to allow him to leave early for another meeting. 
It was noted that all three vehicles from outside the two properties have now been removed. The contents of two emails from Devon Highways were discussed; the first to Devon Councillors Fife-Cook and Sallis, in which Highways explained that they were unwilling to move the disabled parking bay, and a second email received from Highways some week subsequently advising that they were intending to proceed to making the same disabled bay a statutory (enforceable) bay for blue badge holders only at any time. It was agreed to suspend the matter to next month’s agenda (AP3 – Clerk to include item on November agenda) as presently all of the cars are absent. In the meantime Cllr Moyse volunteered to speak to both parties with the hope that the matter might be informally resolved.

8. Disability survey 2025.

A number of matters arising from the council’s actions following their disability audit were considered. 

a. The proposal to construct a ramp for wheelchair users to access the bus at the turning circle above the War Memorial.

Councillor Cook explained that the proposed location for a ramp for wheelchair users had been the preferred position for the erection of the wooden shelter for students catching the Okehampton School bus, but this had to be relocated to its present location because of the suspected presence of archaeological remains at or very near to that location. Any suggestion to erect a ramp at the same location would almost certainly meet with the same objections. (DNPA Planning department declined to offer informal guidance on the planning approval(s) required before any ramp or other structure could be installed).

The question has been asked of Stagecoach as to the size of any ramp and a suitable location which would be accessible to their vehicles. Presently the council is awaiting a reply.

The council then considered whether a ramp was in fact required given that the very great majority of buses on the 118 route have access ramps and are capable of lowering the front of the bus to allow access. It was agreed that in fact a paved pad or hard standing would be suitable.

Finally on the matter, Councillors discussed whether the construction of such a pad or standing by the parish council was appropriate given that it has no statutory powers or duties to do so. It was agreed that the council should encourage those authorities who do hold the statutory duties to fulfill them. There was a question of which authority does have the responsibility to install such a facility. Cllr Southcott will make enquiries of WDBC, John Pettitt will liaise with his contact at WDBC. Both to report back to Councillors. 

b. Facilities for the disabled at the car park.

The Clerk reported receipt of an email from Richard Drysdale stating that DNPA will be installing 2 disabled bays in the car park when an EV charging point will also be installed. This is expected to happen before Easter 2026.

Richard accepted that a disabled toilet facility should be installed and indicated that DNPA is looking to find grant funding to carry out the work.

9. Lydford Village website
Councillor Gilpin announced that registrations for bulletins has increased dramatically in recent months, and outlined some planned changes that are happening to the website designed to increase the vitality of the site and decrease the presence  of “stale” material.
10. Planning

a. Councillors agreed to make the following responses to planning applications:
0084/25 Cornerways, appeal to Inspectorate against DNPA refusal of planning permission.
No response
25/0074 Townend House. Application for tree works within conservation area.

The council has no opposition to the application.
b. The council noted the following decisions:
25/0075 Townend House – dead or dying ash trees deemed to be exempt from TPO restrictions
c. Proposed council protocol (as amended) for responding to planning application consultations (circulated)
Councillor Gilpin withdrew his proposal for further consultation on the policy, and it was duly adopted.
11. Ancient Spring

Councillors Hulett outlined the present poor condition of the Ancient Spring. Repairs and restoration will be conducted by volunteers but felt that once this work had been completed, the routine maintenance of the site should be put out to tender at the council’s expense. It was agreed that quotes should be sought from interested parties once restorations had been completed.

12. Remembrance Day, November 2025
Councillors agreed that the council should purchase two wreaths for the event. (AP4 – Clerk to purchase)
13. Finances
a. Councillors resolved to approve the following payments:
i. J. Bright

  
£412.77
October salary

ii. HMRC

              £98.79
October PAYE + employer’s NI contribution

iii. Parish Online

  £48.00
Annual subscription to online mapping service

iv. WDBC


  £95.47
Emptying dog bin (sports field) 26 weeks.

Proposed – Cllr Hulett, seconded Cllr Lenton. All in favour.

The Clerk pointed out that it had been agreed with the Sports Field Trustees that the cost of emptying the dog waste bin at the field would be shared equally between Trustees and the council. Councillors agreed that once the 2nd invoice from WDBC had been paid, covering the year’s collections, the Clerk should request payment from the Trustees.

b. Banking reconciliation for period 1.4.25 to 30.09.25
Duly noted by Councillors
Opening balance 1.4.25
£10,606.72

         Bank holdings at 30.09.25
Add receipts


£11,193.63

Deposit Account
£16,251.73

Less payments
    
  £5,546.74

Current Account 
         £1.88




£16,253.61




£16,253.61

c. Additional signatories to council bank account

It was agreed that the Clerk should arrange for Cllrs Purnell and Gilpin to become online signatories to the council’s bank account. (AP5 – Clerk to action).
d. Payments made by the Clerk under the Scheme of Delegation were duly noted:


CareCo (Chairs for disabled visitors to Nicholls Hall) £399.98

Meeting closed 20:30. Next meeting Tuesday 11th November 2025

	Action points arising from the meeting

	No.
	Action by:
	Action required
	Outcome

	1
	Clerk
	Publicise affordable housing survey through published media.
	Included in Parish newsletter

	2
	Clerk
	Enrol Cllrs Hulett and Purnell on the DCC Road Warden scheme
	Online qualifications completed. Awaiting 2-day safety training course.

	3
	Clerk
	Include item on School Road disabled bay in November agenda.
	Included

	4
	Clerk
	Purchase two wreaths for use at Remembrance Day commemoration
	Order placed 17.10.25. To Chair

	5
	Clerk
	Include Councillors Purnell and Gilpin as authorised signatories to the council bank accounts (including online)
	Paperwork to be completed prior to meeting, for signatures



