The parish council does not meet in August, but the work continues regardless! A few things parishioners might want to know about:

A number of organisations are attempting to reach out to the parishes in an attempt to disseminate their messages:

Tamar Energy Community - https://tamarenergycommunity.com/
TEC deliver practical energy and retrofit advice directly to those who need it. They provide free and impartial advice on energy-efficient home improvements, retrofit solutions and fuel poverty support. They are keen to talk to groups from their communities. If anyone would be interested in hearing what they may have to say, please let Councillors know or email the council in the usual way. If there’s any interest I’ll organise an evening meeting.

Scammers are calling people pretending to be police officers investigating fraud. They urge

victims to assist with a fake investigation by withdrawing large amounts of money and

handing it to a courier. This scam has been reported in Exeter, Exmouth, Sidbury, Plymouth,

Bradninch and Heybrook Bay between 2 and 18 July.

Devon and Cornwall Police are offering a free Cybercrime awareness presentation designed to raise awareness concerning on-line crime and promote the preventative measures that individuals can take to protect themselves. The latest scam is known as SIM-Swap, a clever and increasingly common type of crime where a criminal takes over your mobile phone number. They do this by tricking your mobile provider into switching your mobile phone number to a new SIM card that they control. Once they have your number, they can access your online accounts and steal your money and personal information. I’ll post more details on how this happens and what you can do to protect yourself on the website. If anyone is interested in finding out more about the risks from Cybercrime, please contact your Councillors or email the council and I’ll try to organise an opportunity for parishioners to hear what the Police have to say.

Geoffrey Cox MP is holding surgeries throughout the constituency. Although the date is to be confirmed, it is understood that he will be holding a surgery in Lydford in September. 

The parish council is keen to press on with its plan to establish whether there is a genuine need for affordable housing in the village. The questionnaire already mentioned has now been finalised and will be distributed after next month’s meeting. To support this, the council is proposing to hold a public meeting to share information and answer any questions parishioners may have. Details will be published nearer the date. 

The facility for postal voting is very popular in villages such as ours. Applications for postal voting are now only valid for a period of three years and a new application must be made by 31st January of the third year. The quickest and easiest way to reapply is to complete an application form online at at www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote Further information is available on the West Devon BC website - www.westdevon.gov.uk/elections-and-voting/postal-vote-renewal
The timetable for the 118 bus has apparently been amended slightly. The new timetable can be found at https://bustimes.org/services/118-tavistock-brentor-okehampton 

There are a large number of charities who are keen to award grants to the community for various good causes ranging from large scale projects such as rebuilding a community building to much smaller pots to support things like a community garden. The council receives details of the latest local charities which may be able to help by providing funds, and publishes a bulletin on the parish website. The council also sets aside a small part of its budget each year to provide grants for Lydford activities. Grant applications are available through the usual email.
